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St. Philip Neri/St. Anne Church
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Office Hours: 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM Mon, Thurs, Fri
Tues 8:00 - 1:00 PM
Closed Wed

Third Sunday
of Advent
December 14, 2025

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

Monday, December 15, 2025
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27
9:00 AM Mass — St. Philp Neri
1:00 PM — Al-Anon - Parish Room

Tuesday, December 16, 2025
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32
4:00 PM — Sacred Heart Adoration/Reconciliation
5:00 PM — Sacred Heart — Evening Mass

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM — Faith Formation K-6
Office Closed

Thursday, December 18, 2025
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25
Office Closed

Friday, December 19, 2025
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25
8:00 AM — Adoration — St. Philip Neri
9:00 AM- Daily Mass St. Philip Neri
10:00 AM — The Rescue Project - SPN
10:00 AM — The Daughters of Mary

Saturday, December 20, 2025
Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38
3:00 PM — Reconciliation — St. Philip Neri
4:00 PM Mass at St. Philip Neri Church
tAlice Selfridge by Beverly Mills

Collection Report
December 6, 2025

St. Philip Neri/St. Anne

Envelopes (30) $2,962.00
Loose $296.00

Wkly. Budget $3.200.00
O/ (U) Budget $58.00

YTD Budget
YTD Collections

$73,600.00
$67,636.00
($5,964.00)

Schedule of Ministers
St. Philip Neri — 4:00 PM

December 20, 2025
Eucharist:  Beth Dake
Eucharist:  Cecile Slywka
Eucharist:  Beth Hoeh
Word: Lynne Kreger
Hospitality: Jerry Slywka
Hospitality: Dick Hurst
Hospitality: Sue Kidder
Hospitality Larry Wisniewski

Mass Schedule for Christmas and New Year

December 24™ 4:00 PM — St Agnes
December 24% 7:00 PM — St. Philip Neri
December 25™ 10:00 AM — Sacred Heart

December 31* 6:00 PM — St. Agnes
January 1% 9:00 AM — Sacred Heart
January 1% 12:00 PM - St. Philip Neri

Church Decorating
The church will be decorated on Monday,
December 22" at 9:00 AM. Please join us.



mailto:djameson@grpriests.org

Faith Formation News

On this rejoice Sunday, the Third Sunday of
Advent we hear again about John the Baptist. John the
Baptist knew he was to “prepare the way of the Lord.”
He knew he was not the Messiah. John boldly prepared
and preached the way of the Lord in his life. John lived
true humility. What is true humility? Sometimes we
need to look at what our faith means by humility, not
what the secular world defines it as.

In a book I am using for Advent, The Advent
of Rescue,(this is a book put out by the Rescue Project
that some of you have been watching) it talks this way
about humility: True humility is a recognition both of
our smallness and of our value, both of what we cannot
do and what we can do. True humility means
acknowledging who we are in the eyes of God and how
God has gifted us individually. Some of the great
Jewish rabbis have taught that the Hebrew word for
humility, anavah, means to occupy one’s unquie place
in the world, which implies accepting both our limits
and our gifts, and living to the fullest, filling our own
unique place in the world to the fullest.

We are called to depend totally on God. To
surrender our lives to his will. We are also called to use
the gifts we each one of us have been given to build up
the Body of Christ here on earth. Each one of us has
been given a gift, a talent to share. It doesn't matter
what the gift is or how our society might view or place
a certain value on that gift. No gift is too small or
insignificant. We need all the members of the Body to
give their gift to make the Body complete. Maybe
during these last weeks of Advent we might take time
to reflect on our gifts and how we offer them. To think
about how much God loves and values us. God took on
flesh in the Incarnation, Jesus Christ to express his
incredible love for us.

John the Baptist is a great example of humility.
He was not jealous when his followers started to follow
Jesus. John boldly used his gift and knew his purpose
was to “prepare the way of the Lord.” John lived simply
and humbly. He lived the purpose God gave him in life
to the very end of his life. And yet John the Baptist's
name and life is remembered through all of history. He
is one of the few saints that we remember his birth,
most saints we remember their deaths. On June 24 we
celebrate the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist. A time
in spring when the days get longer and nights get
shorter. As John the Baptist says in the Gospel of John
3:30, “He must increase, | must decrease.”

As we draw closer to the Nativity of our Lord,
let us take the words and life example of John the
Baptist to prayer and reflect on our gifts, our humility
and our openness to letting Christ the Light increase in
our lives.

In hope, Beth Dake Director of Faith Formation

Msgr. Victor Gallagher Council 12668

Commiitted to living Catholic values while
serving our parish community

Gaudete Sunday

Gaudete Sunday, also known as the Third
Sunday of Advent, offers a joyful break in the otherwise
solemn Advent season. Its name, derived from the Latin
word “Gaudete” meaning “Rejoice!”, beautifully
encapsulates the spirit of this day, reminding the faithful
that Christmas is drawing near.

The Church incorporates rich symbols and joyful
expressions into the liturgy to highlight Gaudete Sunday:

Lighting the Rose Candle: The third candle on
the Advent wreath 1is rose-colored, specifically
symbolizing joy and progress on the journey toward
Christmas

Rose Vestments: The Priest wears rose-colored
vestments instead of violet. This signifies a softening of
tone and an increase in joy.

Scripture Readings: Selections from Isaiah
often proclaim good news, while the Gospel typically
features John the Baptist, who heralds the Messiah’s
imminent arrival.

Weather Policy

As we have entered winter it is the policy of
the parish of St. Philip Neri to close operations
(Mass, office, meetings, etc.) should the Reed City
School District close due to prevailing weather
conditions. This is to ensure the safety and well-
being of our parishioners to keep them from
venturing into unsafe weather and road conditions.

Christmas Flower Envelopes
There are envelopes for Christmas flowers in
your weekly contribution box or in a basket in the
back of the church. Please write on your envelope
who you would like the flowers in memory off.




