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St. Philip Neri/St. Anne Church

831 S. Chestnut St.

Reed City, M1 49677

231-832-5544

Office Hours: 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM Mon, Thurs, Fri
Tues 8:00 — 1:00 PM
Closed Wed

Second Sunday
of Advent
December 7, 2025

Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Monday., December 8. 2025
The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12
9:00 AM Mass — St. Philp Neri
1:00 PM — Al-Anon - Parish Room

Tuesday, December 9, 2025
St. Juan Diego Cuauhlatoatzin
Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14
5:00 PM — Sacred Heart Adoration/Reconciliation
6:30 PM — Sacred Heart — Evening Mass

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
Our Lady of Loreto
Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM - Faith Formation K-6
Office Closed

Thursday, December 11, 2025
St. Damasus I
Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15

Friday, December 12, 2025
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17; Luke 1:26-38
8:00 AM — Adoration — St. Philip Neri
9:00 AM- Daily Mass St. Philip Neri
10:00 AM — The Rescue Project - SPN
10:00 AM — The Daughters of Mary

Saturday, December 13, 2025
St. Nicholas
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9 :35-10:1, 5a, 6-8
3:00 PM — Reconciliation — St. Philip Neri
4:00 PM Mass at St. Philip Neri Church
tNaomi Ruth Jones by Beth Dake

Collection Report
November 29, 2025

St. Philip Neri/St. Anne

Envelopes (35) $2,610.00
Loose $236.00
WkKkly. Budget $3.200.00
O/ (U) Budget ($354.00)
YTD Budget $70,400.00
YTD Collections $64,378.00
($6,022.00)

Schedule of Ministers
St. Philip Neri —4:00 PM
December 13, 2025

Eucharist:  Beth Dake
Eucharist:  Cecile Slywka
Eucharist:  Dawn Montague
Word: Sue Maskill
Hospitality: Ed Suckow
Hospitality: Kay Suckow
Hospitality: Larry Trombley
Hospitality Joanna Lupo

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday, December 8" is a Holy day of
Obligation. Mass time at St. Philip Neri will be 9:00 and
Sacred Heart will be at 11:00 AM

Second Collection
There will be a second collection next Saturday,
November 13", This collection is Retirement fund for
Religious. Envelopes are attached to the bulletin and in a
basket at the back of the church.

Coffee and Treats
The Parish Life Committee will be serving coffee and
treats after mass tonight in the Parish Room.



mailto:djameson@grpriests.org

The 2025 Giving Tree Project

In the back of church, you will find in the entrance of St.
Philip Neri Church numerous tags available on the Giving
Tree for you to take. The intention is for a
person to take a tag or as many tags as he
or she wishes, purchase the item(s), and
then bring it back unwrapped with the tag
attached. Please bring the gift(s) to St.
Philip Neri no later than Wednesday,
December 10. These items will be
distributed to those in need on December
13. Our parish works with the Skilled Care/Rehab
Nursing Center of Corewell Health—Reed City Campus
and Gifts for Kids. The tags for the Skilled Care/Rehab
Nursing Center include items like large-size shower gel,
large-size body lotion, slippers, diabetic socks, etc. The
Gifts for Kids section, for which we are responsible, is
“Children Ages 4-7.” Since the children are only allowed
one gift, please make this gift a value of at least $25. No
clothing or stuffed animals please. When you bring your
gift, take an ornament off the tree as a small token of
appreciation.

Persons interested in making a monetary donation to
“GFK” may forward checks made payable to GFK 2025:
Mecosta Osceola County DHHS
800 Watertower Road
Big Rapids, MI 49307

Msgr. Victor Gallagher Council 12668

Committed to living Catholic values while serving
our parish community

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT ADVENT

Advent is more than a countdown to Christmas: it has

a rich history and significance that many may overlook. Here

are a few intriguing facts about Advent:

e  The word Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus”
meaning arrival.

e Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year
symbolizing a time of waiting and preparation for the
coming of Christ

e Many Christians use an Advent wreath with four candles,
lighting each one each Sunday leading up to Christmas.
Each candle represents Hope, Pease, Joy, and Love

e The traditional colors of Advent are purple or violet
symbolizing a spirit of penance and preparation. However,
the third Sunday of Advent known as Gaudete Sunday, is
marked by a rose-colored candle symbolizing joy.

® Advent serves as a reminder to focus on spiritual
preparation rather than the commercial aspects of the
holiday season encouraging reflection and prayer.

Faith Formation News

On this Second Sunday of Advent, we hear
again from the Prophet Isaiah: On that day, a shoot
shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his
roots a bud shall blossom.” A stump? [ can see a yard
where someone has cut down a tree and left the
stump. It looks dead, useless and I wonder why they
didn’t have the stump taken out as well? However,
Isaiah is letting us know that as the line of David
(King David’s father was Jesse) is in trouble and in
danger of being cut down.
What looks dead to us, a stump. What looks like
nothing, a stump. What seems useless, a stump.
Isaiah says, “from his roots a bud shall blossom.”
How often do we think in our brokenness and
sinfulness God cannot use us. How often do we
compare our gifts and talents to others, thinking we
have nothing to offer. Oh, but God can do see within,
deep within us. He knows that inside our hearts his
love lingers. When we take the time to repent from
our sinfulness. When we stop comparing ourselves
to others and be willing to step out in trust of God the
Father, a bud can blossom.
On Tuesday I took the opportunity to go to the
Jubilee Year Penance Service. The Holy Spirit has
been working with me to change something in my
life. Often the Spirit is gentle but lately the Spirit has
been very direct and in my face about what I need to
change and repent from. Just like John the Baptist in
our Gospel reading today. John is bold and in the
faces of the leaders of the Church. I was able to
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation and be
forgiven. As I continue to journey through the rest
of Advent I must keep making this change in my life.
We all know some changes will take some time and
there will be setbacks. And that is why the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated over and
over. It’s not a one and done sacrament. I did sense
a huge burden off my shoulders after the prayer of
absolution. A joy that went with me as I drove
home. May you find your way to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation this Advent season.
In hope, Beth Dake Director of Faith Formation

Free Word Among Us
In the back of the Church there is a table with Free
Word Among Us daily reflections for the Advent
Season. I invite you to take a booklet to enrich your
Advent season. Each reflection goes with the daily
Scripture reading for the Advent season. We have
now ordered a subscription for this booklet. Starting
in January the cost will be $2.00 each.




